
Background

Disposable Filtering Facepiece Respirators (FFRs) are used to protect the health of people in many 
industrial and healthcare work environments. Disposable FFRs are intended to be discarded after first 
time use in healthcare. For industrial uses, respirators are permitted for extended use in accordance 
with National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) guidelines and should be discarded 
when the respirator has been soiled, damaged or has increased resistance.

In healthcare settings users are advised that disposable respirators must be disposed of after each 
use, if the user has come in contact with persons suspected of or infected with various pathogens 
(i.e. Covid-19, tuberculosis, etc.,) or the respirator has been soiled with blood or body fluids. Additionally, 
when healthcare professionals remove the mask from their face, CDC guidance requires that it be 
discarded. Each healthcare facility may have their own procedures as set forth by their infection 
disease control coordinator.

Reuse During COVID-19 Pandemic

During the COVID-19 pandemic, where there is a severe shortage of FFRs making single use impossible, 
users and healthcare facilities have inquired if there are ways to disinfect/sanitize FFRs in order to 
provide some FFR usage beyond the normal single use. Moldex cannot endorse/recommend a 
decontamination method as Moldex cannot confirm what effect these methods may have on fit and 
performance of the respirators nor the effect of the decontamination method on the specific virus 
involved in this current pandemic.

Further, Moldex cannot and does not recommend reuse of any FFR. However, due to the current 
reported shortages of PPE to protect healthcare workers, we provide this information for consideration.

Moldex has reviewed and contributed its expertise to the CDC and FDA guidance on these issues and, 
in the current severe shortage of N95 respirators, applauds the federal government’s efforts to provide 
some guidance to attempt to increase the PPE available for the protection of healthcare workers who 
otherwise would have no respiratory protection at all.

For CDC guidance on respirator reuse please refer to the link below: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/decontamination-reuse-respirators.html

For FDA guidance and methods on this matter click the link below: 
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guid-
ance-documents/enforcement-policy-face-masks-and-respirators-during-coronavirus-disease-covid-19-
public-health
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